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Let’s Talk About Shabbat
I. At the Mishkan’s Creation

A. What’s on Moshe’s mind?
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Moshe then convoked the whole Israelite community and said to them: These are the things
that pij* has commanded you to do:
On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a sabbath of complete
rest, holy to pIj'; whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.
You shall kindle no fire throughout your settlements on the sabbath day.
Moshe said further to the whole community of Israelites: This is what p1j* has commanded:
Take from among you gifts to pIp'; everyone whose heart is so moved shall bring them—gifts
for ;mp': gold, silver, and copper;

e What’s the obvious question?
e One answer: pyn\na
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e Again, what’s the obvious question?
e pwn\n1a contrast concerning fire
e Rabbinic Debate: X' IN77 NN2yN; K¥' 7707 NNavn

. Circling Back: The Double Emergence of Shabbat
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Obvious questions:

e Why the double emergence?
e Why does the Mitzva of Shabbat require prior modeling by God?
e What is added with the second emergence?
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Possible Approaches

e Universal vs Specific messages.

e Introduction of kedusha with Shabbat

e Emergence of kedusha requires backdrop of contrast
e Ultimate goal: n71an followed by reintegration

lll. Shabbat tefillot reflect day’s changing themes:

e Friday night: nWX12 AwWYn NAW - 1212°...0WTP INR
e Shabbat morning: 0°7¥n NXYX> N2W -1AWY...WH TAY°
e Shabbat afternoon: X277 22 V2 NAW... TR DX

IV. Return to Shabbat and the Mishkan: part of a striking pattern... Repeated connection in the
text between the two:

e With singular exceptions: Shabbat overrides creation (and functioning) of the Mishkan.
e AT NWNTP trumps 21pn NYNTR -discuss. ..
e Derivation of the 39 mMax?1 AR

V. Return to origins-connection between NIaX?n and N'wX12 Nnwun NaY

e Prohibited: technologically creative acts (Exception-Hotza’a-discuss)
e Creating a balance between two potentially dangerous extremes: 7' DXVI 'n2 complex
versus powerlessness



